
YORK CARES: ASPIRATIONS 
 

Challenging pupils from diverse backgrounds 
 to aim higher and work harder 

 

 

 

Employee-volunteers from Aviva supported by University  

of York student coaches came together to host Project Dare in June 

2018 for 20 Year 10 pupils (15 years old) from Millthorpe secondary 

school. 

 

The project consisted of a full day and a half day with both sessions 

being held in Aviva’s Board Room. Pupils took part in a range of 

career based activities before being presented with their main 

challenge. For this pupils worked in teams in the style of a hack to 

respond to one of two challenges, the first challenge was focussed 

around saving and the second insurance. 

Pupils had to use a range of skills to respond to the challenge 

including team work, creative thinking, communication skills and 

presentation skills. 

 

In the second session pupils worked on shaping their ideas into a 

presentation with the support of Aviva volunteers who gave them 

presentation top tips and a confidence boost. Pupils were then 

asked to present their ideas back to a panel from Aviva and York 

Cares. The presentations were absolutely fantastic, a really positive 

end the tremendous project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Results and Achievements 

 Pupils learnt about the range of roles with Aviva and the 

different routes people may take into work 

 Pupils reported increased confidence and team working skills 

from the hands-on activities 

 Aviva employees were able to share their professional skills and 

knowledge to inspire pupils for their futures  

Aspirations programme 

Outcomes for employee volunteers and partners 

 Build the confidence of pupils and motivate them to aim higher for their future 

 Positive way for employers to showcase the diversity of roles within their organisations 

 Builds relationships between schools and employers 

 Schools report increased engagement from often challenging pupils  
 
If you would like to get involved in Aspirations then please contact York Cares on 01904 323482 and one of our 

Project Officers will come out to meet you 

 “I have learned about what Aviva 

do and about insurance.” 

Year 10 pupil, 

 Millthorpe Secondary School 

 

“The feedback when we got back 

to school and it was extremely 

positive.  

  

Their presentations were 

amazing and we would love to 

do it again.” 

Teacher,  

Millthorpe Secondary School 


